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Date: Friday 16" October 2026

October Half-Term Holiday

School will close for the October half-term holiday on Friday 23rd October, at the usual school finishing time.
Please remember that pupils return to school on Tuesday 3rd November, not Monday 2nd November, as
Monday is a staff training day.

Individual & Sibling School Photographs - All Pupils

Our individual and sibling school photographs were taken today, Friday 16th October.

Your child will be bringing home a photograph proof in their book bag this afternoon. The proof will include a QR
code, which you can scan to view and purchase your child's photographs, with a wide range of photo products
available to choose from.

Parents’ Evening — All Pupils

Our Parents’ Evening will take place on Thursday 22nd October. This is a valuable opportunity to meet with your
child’s teacher, discuss their progress and celebrate their achievements so far this term.

Appointment slots are available to book through Arbor. Please contact the office if you need any help.

School Garden Volunteers Needed

We have a group of volunteers who will be helping to maintain our school garden every Tuesday morning, from
9:15am to 11:30am, and they have asked if any parents, carers or members of our school community would like
to join them.

No gardening experience is needed, just a willingness to help out. If you are interested in volunteering, please
contact the school office for more information.
Year 6 Residential - Newby Wiske Hall

The countdown is on! There are just 26 days to go until our Year 6 pupils head off on their residential trip to
Newby Wiske Hall.

All outstanding balances should now have been paid. If you still have a balance remaining, please arrange for
the final payment to be made as soon as possible.

If you have any difficulties making payment or would like to discuss your balance, please contact the school
office.

Change to Year 2 - PE Day

After the half-term break, Years 1 and 2 will be swapping their usual PE days.

Year 1: PE will now take place on Fridays.

Year 2: PE will now take place on Thursdays.

Please ensure your child comes to school wearing their PE kit on their new PE day
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This Week’s Attendance - Overall: 95.82%
Nursery —88.42 %

Reception - 89.47 %

Year1-95.2%

Year 2 -95.86 %

Year 3-95.00 %

Year 4 -97.00 %

Year 5-99.41 %

Year 6 -90.88 %

PE Days

Nursery — Friday Year 3 -Wednesday

Reception — Monday starting 14™ Sept Year 4 - Wednesday

Year 1 -Friday Year 5 -Thursday

Year 2 — Thursday Year 6 — Tuesday
DATES TO REMEMBER

Thursday 22" October Parents Evening

Friday 23" October Pope St John Paul ll Feast Day - Year 5 Pupils

Tuesday 3" November Pupils return to school after half term

Tuesday 10" November School Tour and Open Event

11th-13th November Year 6 Residential

Monday 7" December Year 3 &4 Murton Park Trip

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

Leave of Absence Requests

All requests are processed by the local authority. Applications MUST be submitted at least 2 weeks in advance
via the following link or QR code:

Term-Time Child/children Absence Request Form



https://onlineforms.bradford.gov.uk/ufs/SchoolLeaveRequest.eb?ebd=0&ebz=4_1772748013015
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Please check that you select ‘St Matthew’s Catholic Primary School’ not ‘St Matthews C of E Primary School’

Updating Your Details

Please remember to keep your contact details up to date with the school. If any of your information changes,
such as your address, phone number, medical information or emergency contacts, please update this on Arbor
or contact the school office who will be happy to help.

Social Media - Facebook

Just a reminder that St Matthew’s is now on Facebook. We will be using our page to celebrate school life, share
news, key dates and updates, and to give a glimpse into the wonderful learning taking place each day. We would
love for you to follow us and stay connected with our school community. You can find us at:

https://www.facebook.com/stmatthewsbrad

Parent Pay - All pupils

If you have not yet signed up to ParentPay, please contact the school office who will be happy to provide you with
your activation code. ParentPay allows you to easily pay for school trips, lunches and other activities online.
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